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Meandering Salkehatchie River offers a pleasant seiiing for these
extensive, large Confederate earthen breastworks which are in an
excellent state of preservation.

Before becoming a state park, the area was maintained by Rivers Bridge
Confederate Memorial Association as a historical site.

The state added recreational facilities for picnicking, swimming,
fishing, family camping, and now the park offers outdoor recreational
as well as historical interests. The park also has a recreational
building and a museum.

Artifacts include battle cannons and the Confederate battle flag.
Annual memorial services are held here in late spring.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Having completed his march through Georgia, General William T. Sherman's

Union army was ready to cross into South Carolina by early February,
1865.

Realizing the crucial situation, Confederate Generals Beauregard, Hill,
and Smith gathered to discuss plans for the defense of South Carolina
against Sherman's onrushing troops. They asked President Davis for
additional troops, but these efforts were almost futile as time was
running out for the South; Most of the Confederate army had been

demolished, weakened by desertions, or was engaged in activity else—
where.

Thus, while southern defensive plans were still being mapped, Sherman
pushed deeper and deeper into South Carolina, and forestalled the
opportunity for any effective concentration against the Union troops.
So swift and deceptive were Sherman's movements that Beauregard and

his lieutenants did not even have time to utilize the few troops at
their disposal.

As a result, federal forces met little Confederate resistance until they
reached the flooded Coosawhatchie Swamp and Pocataligo (in South
Carolina's Low Country), where Confederates had felled trees, burned
bridges, and erected obstructions to impede Sherman's march.

In spite of these delaying tactics, the Confederates had fallen back
to Rivers Bridge by February 2, 1865. Although they crossed the
Salkehatch, they were unable to burn the approaches or the main bridge.

At this point the Salkehatchie was a dense swamp about a mile and one-half
wide. The approach to the main bridge was over a narrow causeway

commanded by General Lafayette McLaw's artillery, numbering about 1200
men.

The strength of the Confederate position was disregarded and Sherman's
men were ordered to advance across the causeway without stopping.
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Behind breastworks, Confederate artillery, though much smaller in numbwr
than the Union forces, repulsed the advance. Many of thw wounded had to
remain in the swamp all night. Only by propping themselves against the
trees did they avoid drowning.

For two days, in spite of the overwhelming odds, the Confederates were
able to delay the Union troops, which numbered about 22,000. Finally,
by cutting two roads through the swamps, and at the same time continuing
a frontal attack, the Unionists outflanked the Confederates and forced
them to withdraw. Sherman then continued his march towards Columbia.
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