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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lawton Mounds Site consists of two low earthen flat-topped

nds and surrounding village ar a ditch and parapet.

Within this enclosure
" (330 x 480 feet) there are large trees and dense undergrowth. Logging
seems not to have affected the area within the ditch although there are
traces of past logging all about the site. Some digging has occurred
on both mounds and in the village area, but it has not seriously damaged
the site. Both the mounds and enclosing ditch are uncommonly well pre-

served. In fact their shapes must be quite close to the original appear-

ance of these structures, except perhaps sllghtly ‘altered by erosion.
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STATEMENT OF SIIGNiFICANCEV'

The small pottery collection obtained, as well as the platform
mounds themselves, indicates conmstruction and occupation during the
Savannah II period, approximately A.D. 1200-1300. Scientific exca-
vation of this site should produce evidence of temple structures on
the mounds, house remains within the village area, a cemetery area,
and perhaps indications of a defensive palisade paralleling the ditch.
There is no other known Savannah period village site in South Carolina,-
except those with abundant earlier or later remains in addition to
Savannah. Certainly, there is no other mound site in the state so well
preserved. This site seems particularly well adapted to excavation,
interpretation, and restoration. Archeologically, the Savannah II
period is of particular interest because of evidence for the spread of
strong ceremonialism into the South Carolina-Georgia area at this time.
Flat-topped earthen mounds, substructures for religious buildings,
first appear, and exotic artifacts of apparent religious significance
characterize excavated sites of this period.
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North Mound, and was disappointed by the absence of human burials with

Clarence B. Moore, 1898, "Certain Aboriginal Mounds of the Savannah
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evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National State [] Loca
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