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Silver Bluff was the site of an Indian trading post established
by George Galphin in the early 1740's. Galphin Trading Post serviced
the Yuchi and after them the Coweta, a group of the Lower Creek
nation. In 1776, William Bartram visited the trading post and
described the near by aboriginal earthworks as "a very celebrated
place” and found various monuments and vestiges of the ancients: as
"Indian conical mounts, terraces, areas, etc., as well as remains or
traces of fortresses of regular formation.” Of these there are no .
traces today. However, Indian artifacts are found in ab\undance.

Pertaining to the Galphin Trading Post, there were a number of
structures in the area which included the trading post, barge docks,
way-station for travelers, holding-pens for livestock and numerous
cabins for family and slaves. At the time of the Revolution, Fort
Galphin was built, consisting of a stockaded brick building. This
brick structure, probably the Galphin home, was still standing in
the early 1870's. After George Galphin's death in 1780 at the age
of 71, the locality of the trading post was known as Galphinton.

The conmunity had vanished by the 20th century.

The Silver Bluff area has been farmed for many years and no
traces of Indian or Colonial structures are now visible. However
both Indian and Colonial artifacts abound in the fields and it is
probable that archeological excavations would:.yteld significant
information about the early inhabitants. :
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George Galphin, an Irishman, arrived in the area-ebout 1739 and
became involyved in trade with the Lower Creek as early as 1744.. About
1747 he extended his land holdings by 400 acres which included Silver
Bluff. On this bluff he built his trading post ‘

Galphin's sphere ol uence extended
south and west including rleston, Savannah, St. Augustine, Pensacola,
and Mohile. Traders operating out of such places obtained their watres -
from him. Like Fort Moore up the Savannah River across from Augusta,
Galphin Trading Post was the center of activity for a wide area.

Galphin was sympathetic to the colonists but was appointed” .
Commissioner of In Affairs for the Southern District in 1775.
With the outbreak of the Revolution, Tories occupied and fortified’
the Galphin house to keep the trade goods from falling into American
hands. Colonial tropps led hy Lt. Col. Henry Lee attacked and
captured Fort Galphin (Dreadnought) on May 21, 1781.

Galphin Trading Post is an important site as it is one of two
knovn trading posts on the Savannah River and hecause it is relatively
undisturbed. The amount of artifact found on the surface of the area"
proves that there was a great deal of activity in the area. With
archeclogical excavation more concerning the structures and activities -
could be obtained for the historic as well as the prehistoric period.

Galphin Trading Post represents an important period of time
in American historic, dealing with the Colonial dealings with the Indians
of the area from the first trading post activities to the signing
of the treaty with the Lower Creeks in 1785, '

Silver Bluff was assigned the h_ighest preservation priority in Aiken
County by a recent survey.
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